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(54) OPTICAL ISOLATOR 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical 
isolator which uses a polarizer requiring no polishing 
process and which is more inexpensive without increasing 
the insertion loss or the loss in the opposite direction 
although the dispersion of polarized waves is zero. 

SOLUTION: The incident light in the forward direction is 
divided according to the components of polarized light 
by transmission or reflection by a first reflection type 
polarizer 1. The reflected light is converted by a first 
reflection mirror 3 into light in the parallel direction 
to the propagation direction of the incident light in 
the forward direction to enter a 45° Faraday rotator 5 and 
to enter a second polarizer 2. The polarized light 
component transmitting through the first polarizer 1 is 
transmitted through the 45° Faraday rotator 5 and then 
reflected by a second reflection mirror 4 to enter the 
second polarizer 2. When the light is reflected by the 
second polarizer, the light is mixed with the light 
which is reflected by the first polarizer 1 and guided 
to the second polarizer and transmitted to transmit so 
that the optical path length of these optical paths is 



made equal to each other. 
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